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Kilee Jones Signs With HINU
Kilee Jones (Esîkithânohkwêwa) is pictured here with her grandma Catherine Walk-
er, mom Kira Ramirez, Sac & Fox Chief Kay Rhoads, Business Committee member 
Jared King, Uncle Donnie Gibson, Aunt Deanna Larney, and sisters Caton and Selee 
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Flanagan, who has just completed his fourth season as head coach at Haskell after 
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Sauk Language Dept. News
  Ho!  What a March and April it has 
been.  The Sauk Language Department 
has had the great fortune of spreading the 
knowledge of the tribe’s language to nu-
merous educational centers throughout 
the area.  
  At the very end of February we began 
teaching in three 3rd grade classes at 
Parkview Elementary School in Stroud 
and followed that up with bi-weekly lan-
guage classes with Stroud High School 
students which culminated in two pre-
sentations at this year’s Oklahoma Na-
tive American Youth Language Fair @ 
the University of Oklahoma on April 2nd 
& 3rd.  We appreciated the support of the 
tribal leaders and family members who 
took the time to come out and witness 
these presentations.  
  Our Parkview Elementary 3rd grade 
team took home a 1st place trophy in the 
Very Large Group Category.  All 60 stu-
dents did an incredible job leading and 
encouraging the large crowd in speaking 
the Sauk language through a skit centered 
around mixing colors, counting, and en-
couragement! Parkview Elementary will 
be performing the skit again at their an-
nual end of the year program in May.  
  The Stroud High School team with 
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Group Category by reciting a skit based 
on dreams where the students recalled 
the boarding school era and the prohi-
bition of the Sauk Language, the major 
sovereignty court case Oklahoma Tax 
Commission v. Sac & Fox Nation won 
by the Sac & Fox Nation which paved 
the way for all Oklahoma tribes to is-
sue vehicle tags, and the renewal of the 
Sauk language through community wide 
teaching.  
  The skit took serious subject mat-
ter and added some crowd engagement 
through humor. Such as, when the judge 
announced while hitting down the gavel, 
Thâkiwaki anitowaki!  (The Sac and Fox 
win!) and, a tribal member “ceremoni-
ously” throws an Oklahoma license plate 
in the garbage can and holds a Sac & Fox 
license plate high above their head.  
  Prior to the Language Fair, from 
March 20th-23rd, the Sauk Language 
Department, in partnership with the Sac 
& Fox Nation SDPI (Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians), put on a four-day 
Sauk Language Sports Camp camp for 
38 youth.  The students learned sports 
terminologies in Sauk while fully partic-
ipating in a variety of sports and games, 
while also learning about the importance 
of a healthy diet and exercise.   
  The Sauk Language Department 
also began larger scale community en-
gagement with a booth at Prague High 
School’s Career Day, as well as contin-
uous language teaching visits to groups 
of students at Meeker, Stroud, Cushing, 
Shawnee, and Little Axe High Schools in 
preparation for the upcoming Language 
Bowl (Competition) to be held on Thurs-
day, May 3rd.  The Language Bowl is be-
ing put on in conjunction with the Sauk 
College & Heritage Fair to be held at the 

Sac & Fox Nation Gymnasium.  
  As a joint project of the Sauk Lan-
guage Department and Sac & Fox Nation 
Education Department, the Fair will be 
bringing Indian students and tribal pro-
grams, along with numerous in and out 
of State universities and colleges, to Sac 
& Fox territory for a day of empowering 
workshops and presentations related to 
higher education and culture.  The Lan-
guage Bowl teams from the various high 
schools will be competing in a “game 
show style” format to see who can take 
home the coveted “Sauk Language Bowl 
Champions” trophy during the latter 
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schools, 70 students are regularly engag-
ing in weekly language learning during 
advisory periods and lunch and after 
school programs.  
  Language presentations have also 
been made at the Shawnee and Cushing 
CTSA programs to over 100 children in 
preparation for the exciting opening of 
the CTSA program here at the tribal com-
plex which will enable us to have daily 
interactions with the children in the Sauk 
language.   
  The two months have also included 
a bi-weekly community language class 
taught by Thokeneta (Eddie Fullbright) 
at the Sac & Fox Multi-Purpose Center 
in Shawnee, the Cultural Center Open 
House on April 23rd, where recently de-
veloped teaching curriculum and a large 
variety of community handouts ranging 
from brand new activity card sets for 
distribution to a range of recordings and 
other Sauk Language Resources were 
distributed to community members.  (The 
Sauk Language Department strongly en-
courages all tribal members to stop by 
the Cultural Center to receive a packet of 
language materials.)  Anikânapitâkîthaki 
(Houston Stevens) has been providing 
his artistic talents to the adornment of 
the Cultural Center, with his efforts hav-
ing been on display throughout the Open 
House.  Kîthêkwâha (Santana Spang) has 
also been putting her considerable graph-
ic design abilities to work by creating a 
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for use within the community.    
  Numerous meetings with area public 
school leaders have taken place through-
out March and April in an effort to return 
the Sauk Language to area high schools 
as a for credit World Language class that 
leads area high school students to grad-
uation.   Many area families, students 
and other tribal leaders have voiced their 
hope that students will be able to make 
Sauk their language of choice for credit-
ed high school instruction.  
  There are less than a handful of tribal 
languages in Oklahoma that can be taught 
for World Language credit in the public 
school system and the Sac & Fox Nation 
has been a leader statewide in making 
this possible. We are currently looking 
at the implementation of a Sauk I class 
at both Stroud and Meeker High Schools 
beginning in the 2018-2019 school year.   
  The community will be kept updat-
ed on the status of these discussions 
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Language Director Chakihkwêha (Ka-
tie Thompson) recently was an invited 
panelist at the American Indian Festival 
of Words in Tulsa, where she presented 
on the foundational importance of the 
Sauk language within the Sac & Fox 
Nation and the vitality of all Indigenous 
languages.  Aside from her many other 
duties, she has also put together a new 
Sauk Hymn Book which is available for 
distribution to community members.  
  As Summer approaches, the Sauk Lan-
guage Department looks forward to you 
visiting here at the Cultural Center, tak-
ing in a community class or coming by 
the Sauk Language booth at Stroud Pow-
wow to pick up some language materials.  
Ketepi!  
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